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6.0 Planning and Energy Policy Framework 

Introduction 
6.1 This chapter sets out the planning policy framework for the s.36c variation application. 

Additional detail is provided within the Planning Statement that accompanies this EIAR.  

The Energy Policy Framework 
6.2 In recent years, European, United Kingdom (UK) and Scottish Government policies have 

focused increasingly on concerns about climate change. Each tier of Government has 

developed targets, policies, and actions to achieve the goal of halting climate change.  

6.3 The targets set for the UK by the European Commission under the EU Renewables Directive 

(2009/28/EC) include a 16% reduction in UK greenhouse gas emissions by 2020 and for 15% 

of all energy consumed in the UK to come from renewable resources by 2020. 

6.4 The UK Government retains responsibility for the overall direction of energy policy, although 

some elements are devolved to the Scottish Government. The UK Government has published 

a series of policy documents setting out how the European targets can be achieved. Onshore 

wind generation, located in Scotland, is identified as an important component to achieve these 

various goals.  

6.5 The Scottish Government has published a number of policy documents and its own targets. 

The Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 provides the statutory framework for greenhouse gas 

emissions reductions in Scotland. The 2009 Act requires reductions in greenhouse gas 

emissions of 42% by 2020 and 80% by 2050 and provides for annual targets to be set. The 

Climate Change Bill (2018), currently progressing through parliamentary scrutiny, sets a more 

ambitious target of 90% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2050.  

6.6 The most relevant policy documents published by the Scottish Government include: 

• The 2020 Routemap for Renewable Energy in Scotland (2011), as updated in 2013 and 

2015;  

• The Electricity Generation Policy Statement (2013); 

• the Scottish Energy Strategy ‘The Future of Energy in Scotland’ (2017a); and 

• the Onshore Wind Policy Statement (2017b). 

6.7 Scotland’s Climate Change Plan was published in February 2018 and it updated Scotland’s 

greenhouse gas emission reduction targets.  Together with the Energy Strategy and Onshore 

Wind Policy Statement these policy documents represent the Government’s intended energy 

and climate change strategy for the period to 2050.  Detailed reference to the renewable energy 

policy context is provided in the Planning Statement. 
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National Planning Policy Framework 
Scotland’s Third National Planning Framework (NPF3) 

6.8 NPF3 (2014) is a long-term strategy for Scotland. It is the spatial expression of the Scottish 

Government’s Economic Strategy, and of plans for development and investment in 

infrastructure. 

6.9 Part of the vision is of Scotland as a low carbon place, where the opportunities arising from the 

ambition to be a world leader in low carbon energy generation have been seized. NPF3 is 

informed by, and aims to help achieve, the Scottish Government’s climate change and 

renewable energy targets. 

6.10 NPF3 acknowledges that the energy sector accounts for a significant share of the country’s 

greenhouse gas emissions, and that addressing this requires capitalising on Scotland’s 

outstanding natural advantages, including its significant wind resource. NPF3 makes it clear 

that onshore wind will continue to play a significant role in de-carbonising the energy sector and 

diversifying energy supply. 

Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) 
6.11 SPP (2014) is Scottish Government policy on how nationally important land use planning 

matters should be addressed. 

6.12 It introduces a presumption in favour of development which contributes to sustainable 

development. Decisions are to be guided by a number of listed principles. These include making 

efficient use of existing infrastructure, supporting the delivery of new energy infrastructure, 

supporting climate change mitigation, and protecting natural heritage, landscape, and the wider 

environment. 

6.13 In support of the outcome of making Scotland a low carbon place, the planning system should 

support the change to a low carbon economy, including deriving the equivalent of 100% of 

electricity demand from renewable sources by 2020. It should support the development of 

electricity generation from a diverse range of renewable sources. It should guide development 

to appropriate locations and advise on the issues that would be taken into account when specific 

proposals are being assessed. 

6.14 SPP requires planning authorities to set out in their development plan a Spatial Framework 

identifying those areas that are likely to be the most appropriate for wind farms. Table 1 of SPP 

shows the approach to be followed. Group 1 applies to areas where wind farms will not be 

acceptable. Group 2 applies to areas of significant protection. Group 3 applies to areas with 

potential for wind farm development, where it is likely to be acceptable subject to detailed 

consideration against identified policy criteria. A list of likely considerations for development 

proposals is provided at paragraph 169. Wind farms should be sited and designed so that 

impacts are minimised and to protect an acceptable level of amenity for adjacent communities. 

6.15 More generally, the siting and design of development should take account of local landscape 

character. Decisions should take account of potential effects on landscapes and the natural and 

water environment, including cumulative effects.  Applicants should seek to minimise adverse 

impacts through careful planning and design. 
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The Statutory Development Plan 
6.16 The proposed development is located within the administrative area of East Ayrshire Council 

(EAC). The Development Plan comprises: 

• East Ayrshire Local Development Plan 2017; and 

• Supplementary Guidance: Planning for Wind Energy 2017. 

6.17 The relevant provisions of the Development Plan are set out and assessed within the Planning 

Statement.  
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